
Why Americans Spend So Much 
on Health Care—In 12 Charts
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U.S. vs. OECD Average 
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Percentage of consumer expenditures devoted to health care
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Projected revenue losses due to federal income-tax breaks, 
top 10 categories, in billions, 2017-21

9



Price for monthly Humira treatment

10



Percentage of population in metropolitan areas* 
with high market concentrations
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How much more people pay at monopoly hospitals vs. in 
markets with at least four hospitals
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Consumer-price index, percentage change since 1960
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Price growth since 2000
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Percentage of total employment, by industry
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Percentage of S&P 500 revenues reported 
by health-care companies
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Lobbying spending by health-care industry
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